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The Essence of Non-Feature Cinema
The world of non-feature cinema comprises of Documentaries, Short Fiction and Animation, 
and now – Films made with Artificial Intelligence (AI). Documentary film plays a vital role in 
shaping public consciousness by educating, inspiring and motivating social change. The art 
of short fiction has assumed great visibility with advent of various digital platforms including 
OTT. And the animation film - for long a favorite of young audiences, has now broken into 
adult entertainment and gaming. Recent advances in both production as well as distribution 
technology has further empowered documentary, short films and animation, making them 
cinematically more spectacular and commercially more viable than ever. And then there is 
AI – breaking new grounds. 

About The Festival 
Started in 1990, the Mumbai International Film Festival (MIFF) is the oldest and largest film 
festival for non-feature films in South Asia. Organized by the National Film Development 
Corporation (NFDC), Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India, MIFF has 
evolved into a significant global platform for documentary, short fiction and animation films. 
Since its inception, MIFF has expanded in scope and scale, drawing filmmakers, cineastes 
and professionals from across the world. 



Highlights of the Previous Edition 

(MIFF 2024)
• International Competition - featuring 25 Documentary, Short Fiction and 
Animation films from across the globe.
• National Competition - featuring 77 Documentary, Short Fiction and Animation 
films from across India
• Prism - featuring films that just missed making it to the competition, but make 
excellent viewing opportunity at the Festival. 
• Special Curated Packages, including:

• Workshops, Seminars and Master Classes curated around emerging technologies, 

tools and practices in filmmaking.

• B2B Events

• Open Forums & Panel Discussions - Dialogues on cinematic aesthetics, storytelling 

and technical aspects of film production.

• Internationally acclaimed award-winning films
• Special packages on Wildlife, Culture Films, Asian Women Filmmakers and
 Divyangjan.
• Embassy Films from Japan, Russia, Belarus, Iran, Italy, Mali and Vietnam.
• Restored Classics by NFDC-NFAI
• Student Films from Filmuniversity Babelsberg, FTII, SRFTI, SUPVA, Whistling Woods, 
   NID, KRNNIVASA, Auroville, MGRFTI, Srishti and IFFI-CMOT
• Best of Festivals – Oscars and Berlinale Shorts
• Animation Film Packages from Slovenia, France, Argentina and Greece
• Retrospective of Georges Schwizgebel
• Homages 



Awards
MIFF 2024 recognized excellence in documentary, short fiction and animation 
cinema through 14 awards in different categories and total cash prizes of ₹55,00,000. 
Major Highlights included:

• Best International Documentary Film - Golden Conch and a Cash Prize of 
₹10,00,000 - given to the film The Golden Thread (India)

• Best Indian Documentary Film of the Festival - Silver Conch and a Cash Prize of 
₹5,00,000 - given to the film 6A Akash Ganga

• Best International Short Film – Silver Conch and a Cash Prize of ₹5,00,000 - given 
to the film Sour Milk (Estonia)

• Best Indian Short Film - Silver Conch and a Cash Prize of 
₹3,00,000 - given to the film Salt

• Best International Animation Film - Silver Conch and a Cash Prize of
₹5,00,000 - given to the film Zima (Poland) 

• Best Indian Animation Film of the Festival - Silver Conch and a Cash Prize 
of ₹3,00,000 - given to the film Nirjara

• Besides the above, the festival also gave away 8 other awards each with Trophies 
and Handsome cash prizes. 

• The Festival also honored eminent wildlife film maker S. Nallamuthu with the 
prestigious V. Shantaram Lifetime Achievement Award comprising of a Golden Conch, 
Shawl, Citation and a cash prize of ₹10,00,000 



The 19th Edition of the Mumbai International Film Festival (MIFF) 
will be held from 15-21 June, 2026 at the NFDC Complex in Mumbai

Entry for submission will open shortly. Detailed regulations, 
submission guidelines and deadlines will be announced on MIFF 
Website (https://miff.in/) and on the official channels of the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting soon.

• Films must fall under Documentary, Short Fiction or Animation 
categories

• Films produced in India and abroad are eligible under respective 
sections 

•  Films should have been completed between 1st January 2024 and 31st 
December 2025
 
•  Technical and screening requirements will be specified in the festival 
regulations
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